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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN ~ JEFF FEAR 

Following such an unusually wet summer and winter let’s hope that the coming seasons will be somewhat drier but not 

of course drought conditions. 

Your Board has been meeting with both local MP’s, Tessa Munt and Ian Lid-
dell-Grainger in an effort to secure extra funding for the Environment Agency 
so that they  can carry out some much needed dredging on the principal water 
carriers in our area. I am also encouraging them to remove all of the weed (and 

its roots) from the river channels when they do the weedcutting maintenance.  

However, whilst the Agency appears sympathetic to our requests the two as-

pects of cost and habitat damage always come to the fore. 

Rest assured that the Board will be carrying out its usual maintenance pro-

gramme on all our Viewed Rhynes, even if it needs to be done more than once. 

We have held the Drainage Rate at the same level as last year. 

Left: Ian Liddell-Grainger MP, Nick Stevens  & Jeff Fear  

 BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO KNOW! 

During flood events we would like to 

keep ratepayers up to date with pro-

gress, or problems, that are occurring 

to enable you to make decisions re-

garding possible alternative arrange-

ments. To do this efficiently and eco-

nomically we would prefer to send in-

formation via e mail, as individual let-

ters take time to prepare and are costly 

to send,   bearing in mind the Consor-

tium has in excess of 3,500 ratepayers. 

We would therefore ask all ratepay-

ers who have an email address to let 

us know, so that we may update you 

with important news. We will not 

pass it to any commercial organisa-

tions or use it for routine matters. 

Please email to:  

drainage.boards@btconnect.com 

Little did anyone imagine a year ago when we were worrying about a potential lack 
of water that local residents, ratepayers and farmers  would have to endure the 
worst rainfall and flooding in many decades that has flooded properties, devas-
tated land, grass and crops and made working conditions for many an absolute 

nightmare. 

Although the Board has not been able assist with floodwater removal by pumping 
as that is the task of the Environment Agency we have been very busy with activi-
ties that will help in the recovery of the land and help to prevent its reoccurrence 

in the future. 

A number of communities suffered flooding to properties during the course of the 
last year with some people having to endure the problem more than once. The 
Board has been gathering information about these areas of flooding and during the 
next year will be investigating to see if work can be undertaken to improve the 

situation in the future.  

In some places where the problem is obvious we have already undertaken or have 
immediate plans to undertake works that will improve drainage and reduce flood 
risk. The Board has allocated a sum of £350,000 for investigations and improve-
ments as well as an additional £75,000 for further drainage or flood risk works 

that have yet to be identified or notified to the Board. 

In some pumped areas the condition of the main river channels has been identified 

as a major constraint in the efficient drainage of many areas of farmland. Mem-
bers, officers and ratepayers have been pressing the Agency hard to improve the 
weedcutting specification on pumped channels and moorland main channels. Mem-
bers from the Axe catchment as well as the Brue catchment have met with the 
Agency on several occasions one of which was attended by the local MP, Tessa 
Munt. Tessa continues to lobby vigorously at national level to secure more help for 
the flood risk areas and a change in the national flood risk spending priorities that 

restrict the flow of funding to Somerset. 

Although the flooding last year interrupted our normal maintenance programme (we 
usually finish the 600,000 metres of rhynes by December) we continued to under-
take channel maintenance works with the aim of completing all locations by the end 
of March. In parts of the lower area catchments we undertook 31,0000m of early 

weed cut to help evacuate high levels in early summer caused by heavy rainfall in 
May and June, limited desilting was undertaken on 5,000m of Viewed Rhyne during 
the weed cutting to help improve conveyance.It may not be possible to flail banks at 

all sites this year but the channel will receive a weed cut.  

In the last three years the Board has undertaken a number of large environmental 

projects with the aid of 100% grant from central government. As part of these works 
we have so far installed 106 new culverts to replace inadequate, silted or failed cul-
verts across the Tealham and Tadham, Westhay  and Catcott area.  These culverts 

will assist with getting water to the pumping stations or to the main carriers. 

We have also installed 28 new water control structures which provide better water 

control and can be opened in flood conditions leaving an unobstructed channel. 

Board members will now have instant access to rhyne water levels at 9 locations in 
the moors as a result of remote monitoring equipment that has been installed. 



RIPARIAN MAINTENANCE 

It is important for landowners and tenants 

to maintain their own channels and gate-

way culverts. This improves the drainage 

and water feed to your land and neighbour-

ing fields and is part of the farm payment 

requirements. Private ditches and rhynes 

are often neglected and will not function 

properly so that the land cannot benefit 

from the Board’s annually maintained sys-

tem. This leads to wet or dry areas, poor 

crops and damaged soils. 

Bridges and gateway culverts are a constant 

problem, mainly because agricultural ma-

chinery weight has increased massively over 

the last couple of decades and the existing 

accesses were never built for these loads. 

On Viewed rhynes any replacement culverts 

should be at least 900mm (3 ft) diameter or 

a minimum of 450mm (18”) on other ordi-

nary watercourses. If you are planning to 

replace any culverts please ensure you ap-

ply to the Board for consent so that we can 

ensure these are constructed properly – 

these applications are free. If the Board 

needs to use gateways over viewed rhyne for 

access then a contribution to the culvert 

works may be available. 

TELEMETRY 

We now have several water level monitor-
ing stations operating across the Boards 
area. The information is available to us 
online and used by the IDB to adjust 

structures when needed. Details of how 
this information can be accessed from 
your own computer will be made avail-

able on the Consortium website: 

www.somersetdrainageboards.gov.uk 

ENQUIRIES 

For general enquiries please call: 
01278 789906                     

(09.00hrs – 17.00hrs Mon-Fri) 

Out of hours: 07887 687746 

Email: drainage.boards@btconnect.com 

www.somersetdrainageboards.gov.uk 

Flooding incidents out of hours should 
be reported to the Environment 

Agency on: 0800 807060 

For enquiries please contact:  

Clerk/Legal: Nick Stevens 

Engineering:  Iain Sturdy 

Finance:  Stephen Gee  

Rate Collection: Carrie-Anne  

 Porter 

 Kendra Kingston  

Environment:     Phil Brewin 

MEETINGS CALENDAR 2013/14  

Dates of the Full Board meetings are: 

Thur 11 April 10.30am 

Thur 27 June 10.30am  

Thur 21 November 10.30am 

Fri 24 January 2014 10.30am 

All meetings will take place at 
Cossington Village Hall            

Please visit the website for the complete 
meetings calendar 

EXPENDITURE 

The Board has resolved to set differen-

tial rates for the current financial year:  

Lower Axe area: 7.100p in the £                    

Lower Brue area:5.222p in the £                       

Upper Axe area: 12.149p in the £                     

Upper Brue area:10.565p in the £ 

The Board has four principal areas of 

expense:                                          

Channel maintenance                                                 

New works and improvements                                     

Contributions to the EA                                                

Administration costs                                                   

This year the Board will maintain ap-

proximately 592,000m (368miles) of 

watercourse as part of the annual 

cleaning programme.  

MEMBERSHIP   

(all elected members are unpaid volunteers) 

District    Member    

Brean & Berrow  W Welland 

Brent Knoll/ East Brent E Champion    
& Lympsham  D Tratt 

Burtle/Polden  C Pople            
   P Thorne 

Cheddar & Axbridge R Cook 

   J Lukins 

   B Stitch 

Glastonbury  G Chinnock 

   R Clapp 

   M Watts 

Highbridge & Burnham K Whitting 

Hunstpill  N Lukins 

   M Wall 

   D Watts 

Mark   C Durston 

   J Fear 

   R Wilcox 

Meare to Street  R Adlam 

   M Churches 

   A Franks 

   A Neale 

North of Axe  A House 

Wedmore  C Ainge 

   T Tincknell 

Wookey   R Frost 

   M Smith 

Appointed Members 

E Badman, D Banwell, H Case,                 
A Chidgey, Cllr N Cottle, P Duckett,      
Cllr A Gilling, Cllr P Ham, J Healey,     
Cllr D Hill, P Holms, S Hughes,             

Cllr N Jones, P Judah, Cllr T Killen,        
C Mowat, Cllr J Parham, Cllr D Poole, 
Cllr E Scott,  R Shaw,  Cllr G Steer,        

M Tibbs and Cllr C Williams. 
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IMPROVEMENT WORKS 

(Non Favourable Condition projects) 5 schemes were 
completed in 2012/13, and 13 struc-
tures have been improved, replaced or 
decommissioned as part of the Grant in 
Aid Health & Safety programme -  sum-
mary of works: Kingsway Farm, Mark ~ 
Drainage improvement works to install a 
new culvert to provide a connection to 
the Mark Yeo in order to reduce flood 
risk. Cripps Farm Outfall ~ creation of a 
new outfall to the Cripps River from the 
Greenway Cote Rhyne, to enable the sys-

tem to be drained effectively and a new tilt-
ing weir to provide accurate level control. 
Bayfield Rhyne Security Screen ~ modifi-
cations to an existing concrete headwall 
and installation of a security screen to pre-
vent unauthorised access to the outfall 
pipe. Applewithy to Brent Broad Rhyne 
Connection ~ improving an existing rhyne 
connection and refurbishment of the exist-
ing control structure. South Road, 
Lympsham Improvements ~ repair exist-
ing culvert headwall and installation of new 

access culvert to improve local drainage. 


